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MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

SUBJECT: Traditional Navigable Water - Navigable In Fact Determination for the Green River, from
Flaming Gorge to the Price River confluence, Utah and Colorado (SPK-2008-00206)

1. Thave determined the reach of the Green River from Flaming Gorge Reservoir to above its
confluence with the Price River (20 miles above the Green River station near Interstate 70) is navigable-
in-fact (NIF). The subject reach is shown in red on Attachment 1. This determination is made in
accordance with Appendix D of the Rapanos Guidance.

2. Aside from the Colorado River, the Green River is Utah’s largest river system. The river is an
interstate waterway that begins in Wyoming and enters, exits and then re-enters Utah (making a 40 mile
loop through northwestern Colorado). The entire river is 730 miles long (this includes the Wyoming
reach above Flaming Gorge) with 490 miles located in Utah and Colorado. The Green River drains the
entire northeast corner of Utah, or about 4 of the state. Through Utah, the Green River drops from an
elevation of approximately 6,000 feet above sea level at Flaming Gorge Reservoir to about 3,000 feet at
its confluence with the Colorado River. Major tributaries of the Green River include the Yampa River
(determined to be NIF on 6 Sep 07), White River, and Duchesne River. Of the 490 miles in Utah and
Colorado, about 60 miles of the Green River are located in Dinosaur National Monument and 55 miles
in the Uintah and Ouray Indian Reservation.

3. Historically, the first recorded navigation and exploration of the Green River was the Dominguez-
Escalante Expedition of 1776. Additional recorded navigation trips include expeditions for exploration,
trapping, prospecting, steamboat use, mapping and data collection. There were also a number of ferry
crossings within the Green River in Utah and Colorado. The first known commercial river running
occurred in 1960 and continues to present. Many of the historical boats, photographs, journals, and
narratives for historic Green River navigation can be found at the John Wesley Powell River History
Museum which is located on the bank of the Green River in the Town of Green River, Utah. See
Attachment 2 for an outline of navigation history.

4. In 1931 and 1965, the federal courts weighed in on the navigability of this reach of the Green River
(see Attachment 3 for Utah Navigation Map, color coded red and blue). A U.S. Supreme Court decision
of May 18, 1931 (283 U.S. 64) identified “navigable” reaches along the Green River in Utah from Mile
312 to Salt Creek Wash (~ 80 miles) and from Mile 12 Rapid to the Colorado River confluence (~ 95
miles). On January 8, 1965, a U.S. District Court decision (Civil No. C-201-62) identified “non-
navigable” reaches along the Green River in Utah from Flaming Gorge dam to the Colorado state line (~
31 miles), from Colorado state line to Mile 312 (~ 26 miles), and through tribal lands from Salt Creek
Wash to Mile 12 Rapid (~ 60 miles).






